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A comedy anime that aired* 1nore than 30 years ago in Japan has found
a new audience in India.

The hit anime “Obocchama-kun” is about a playful little boy who is the
son of an incredibly wealthy family and heir to a large financial group. The
show has become so popular in India that a new series is being produced
locally.

The show’s popularity is apparently a result of the current lifestyle and
culture in India and the overseas development strategy of the Japanese
anime industry.

“Obocchama-kun” is based on Yoshinori Kobayashi’s manga of the same

title and aired on the TV Asahi network from 1989-92.

The anime uses slightly vulgar*zexpressions, and the protagc»nist*3
uses wordplay.

It depicts the lavish and extraordinary lifestyle of Chama Obo, the heir
to a conglomerate*gwned by the world-famous Obo family.

Chama uses wordplay to invent words and phrases, which were also
popular at the time the show first-aired. He creates words, such as “oha
yogurt,” a combination of ohayo (good morning in Japanese) and yogurt; and
“sonna banana,” a play on the Japanese phrase “sonna bakana,” which
means “This is crazy.”

TV Asahi has been exporting anime for nearly 40 years, and three

particularly popular works are “Doraemon,” “Crayon Shin-chan” (“Shin

I
I
E
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Production process

Anime-related exports from Japan to India are still small compared to
exports to East Asia, Europe and the United States. However, the main
target of TV Asahi’s overseas expansion started to shift from Europe and the
United States to India more than 15 years ago.

Previous episodes of “Obocchama-kun” were made in Japan and dubbed)‘<5
in India. However, the new series will be the first time the show is
produced in India.

The Japanese side will be responsible for the story and character design,
while the Indian side will be in charge of storyboarding and other aspects of
the process. Last year, staff from the Japanese side went to India to hold a
joint training session with local staff.

“Chama has a lot of facial expressions, so it’s IIlto portray his
cuteness,” Sumida said.

At the same time, cultural differences between Japan and India led to
certain issues.

For example, in a tea ceremony scene, the Indian animators did not
draw the tea utensils* ;1aced directly on the floor, but instead, drew a stand
on which the utensils were placed. They also changed the chabudai, a low
table used by people sitting on the floor, to a long-legged table, as people in
India do not use chabudai.

The Japanese staff had to ask the local staff to redraw and gave them
detailed instructions, which took up a lot of time and effort during the
production process.

Nevertheless, the Japanese anime industry has reason to stick with the
approach.

These days, due in part to the popularity of anime geared*(:nore toward
adults and anime movies, the industry in Japan, where the birth rate is

declining, cannot afford to allocate a lot of people to making children’s anime.

— 6 —
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chan”) and “Ninja Hattori.”
In India, “Obocchama-kun” gained popularity in 2021, when it was
broadcast on a children’s network. Local audiences enjoyed watching the old

episodes but wanted more. Now, a TV station in India and TV Asahi are

jointly producing a new series, is scheduled to start airing this

summer.

Localization not requested

Why is the show so popular in India?

Maiko Sumida, head of Animation Sales and Development’f51nternational
Business Department at TV Asahi, explains that three aspects of the anime
—school life, parental love and energetic gags—are the reasons for its
popularity.

“The work was created toward the end of the 20th century, when the
Japanese economy was growing and Japan was energetic,” Sumida said. “I
think it fits into India’s situation today, as the country’s economy is on the
rise.”

Sumida also said that there are some elements in the anime that are
unique to Japan, including the use of randoseru school bags, and such
aspects of Japanese culture have been well received.

“Localization wasn’t requested,” she said. “I was told, ‘The world of
anime in Japan is so good, and they asked about making ‘a sequel, not a
spin-off.”

, one word made up by Chama, “tomodachinko,” a combination

of “tomodachi” (friend) and “chinko” (penis), is no longer considered
appropriate, so it was switched to the phrase “friend rich,” which Chama
says while placing a coin on the forehead of a child that he wants to

become friends with. The coin used is a ¥1 coin, not a rupee.

I
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India, in comparison, has many children, and if local production is possible,
then many shows can be created.
“The anime industry needs to think about ‘training’ [an anime

production workforce overseas],” Sumida said.
‘Shin_chan’ boom

How have Japanese anime and manga been accepted in India?

“The generation that used to watch Japanese anime on TV as children
has grown up and now enjoys anime and manga meant for adults,” said
Toru Tak, a visiting researcher at Chuo University who is knowledgeable
about India.

Anime movies are incredibly popular in India’s big cities, and it has
been announced that a theatrical*zrersion of “Shin chan” will be released in
India this year for the first time.

When Tak studied in India from 2000 to 2012, he felt that “Shin chan”
was the most popular anime II' children.

The anime’s characters do various things that parents tell their children
not to do, such as showing their buttocks*”i)n public and talking back to
adults.

“Watching such indecent or defiant acts of anime characters excites
children in India, too,” Tak said. “Children in India are in reality quite
active, and often wild, too.”

The same can be said for “Obocchama-kun.”

Parents allow their children to watch it, even though they might raise
their eyebrows’F 1(iurjng certain scenes, on the premise that “this is a story set
in Japan,” Tak said.

“If the characters were changed to look Indian and live in an Indian
setting, it might be more of a problem,” Tak added.

Japan and India seem to be similar in that people have a public

— 7 —
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appearance that might differ from who they really are.

{1144 : Anime from Over 30 Years Ago Finds New Fans, Leading to
Production in India; Japan Anime Industry Eyes Further
Expansion to India, The Japan News, April 25, 2025

. aired HuESiL
. vulgar i’z

. protagonist F AL

oW o —

. conglomerate #&%
. Animation Sales and Development 7 =X —3 = »HHEDEHE - RHEH5E

. dubbed MEHFZ S

3

. tea utensil Z%iH

. geared 1EHIL7

. theatrical B3l

10. buttocks /i

11. raise their eyebrows H#%Z U205
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Which area imports the least amount of anime from Japan?

@ India

@ FEast Asia

@ Europe

@ United States

II' ‘What change did the Indian animators NOT make to “Obocchama-

kun”?

They drew tea ceremony utensils on the floor.
They drew a stand to put tea ceremony utensils on.
They increased the height of the chabudai.

They put long legs on the chabudai.
Why does “Shin-chan” excite Indian children?
The characters do indecent and defiant things.

The characters do what their parents tell them to do.

The characters never talk back to adults.

The characters are good children.

— 10 —
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II' @ sequence @ frequency @ frequent @ frequently

@ who @ which ® whose @ where
II' @ However ® And

@ Therefore @ Unless
II' @ easy @ difficult ® probable @ impossible
II' ® in @ at ® among @ between

DO T B b #7252

me wiosiessie [5]-
£ 0~@0) bho, ThTA—oFD

II' What does “strategy” mean in this article?
an office where businesspeople work

a plan, a way of doing something

a company or organization

® e e

a new idea

‘What kind of family does Obocchama-kun come from?

a poor family
a very poor family

a rich family

® 0 6

a very rich family

FEIIa=y—Yarl, ®EIAIaz=F—2arl, RE-REI (1)
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How ( ) getting together for dinner at the French
restaurant?
@ about ® on ® in @ to
( ) your help, I cannot finish this job by next Tuesday.
@ Without ® Unless 0 As @ 1f
Wash your hands after you get home, ( ) you will catch a
cold.
(D S0 @ or @ because @ and
I have a nephew ( ) is studying English at a university in
Australia.
@® who @ whose ® which @ whom
The kids went to the mountains with a small rucksack ( )

their backs.

® by @ at ® in @ on

— 11—
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On ( ) at the airport, I heard my flight to Los Angeles was

cancelled due to strong winds.

arrive @ arriving

arrived @ have arrived

( ) the plane was delayed, the visitors managed to be on
time for the wedding ceremony.
Since ® And Q I @ Though

My brother had told my father that he ( ) home by 8 o’clock,

but actually he got back at midnight.
has been @ will be @ would be @ is

If it ( ) the day after tomorrow, I will not have a barbecue
with my family in our yard.
@ have rained

rained @ rains @ will rain

It is natural that he ( ) want his daughter to become a

doctor.

should ® can ® may @ shall

— 12 —
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B :T need it by tomorrow morning. I have a party tomorrow
afternoon.
A @ Sure, but there is an additional charge for express service.

B ' I know. Tl pay for it.

When did you buy this suit?
When do you need this suit dry-cleaned by?

Who will wear this suit?

[CRORONCS]

Where did you leave this suit?

: Would you like another glass of beer?
1 don’t know. ( )

: Wow! You should stop drinking for your health.

o=l e

: You're right. T will.

TI'm very thirsty.
I've already eaten too much.

T'd like to drink a glass of water.

® 00

I've already had four.

— 14—
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The researchers have radical views concerning economic matters.

@ extreme @ orthodox @ negative @ aggressive

@ selfish @ wise

John always showers first after every game and uses all the hot

water. He is so self-centered.

@ helpful @® kind

This car is said to be priced between 2 million and 3 million yen.

@ built @ bought @ valued @ sold

@ Lately

Immediately after they graduated from Cambridge University,

Liam and Amelia got married.

@ Generally @ Right @ Especially

Jack’s parents are immigrants from a country in the Middle East.

® newcomers @ students @ supporters @ teachers

— 13—
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A : Noah, where is your hometown?

B ! It’s in Minnesota, which is famous for a major league team,
the Minnesota Twins.

A : What’s the local dish?

B:( )

Jell-o Salad and Hot Dish.
I like it very much.
Charlotte bought it for me.

® 00

I cook Chinese food every day.

A Well, I can never decide what to eat.
B T know. All the dishes on this menu look so delicious.
A ( )

B : How about spaghetti and salad?

Anyway, pick something, please.
I cannot eat another bite.

I forgot my check.

® e 0

T've already ordered pizza.

A * Excuse me. Where can I rent a car?
B You can rent one at this desk.
A )

B ! It depends on the car type.

How far did the car run today?
How many cars do you have?

How much does it cost per day?

® 00

Which car can I choose?
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% 5 ﬁ:ﬁ WDFHRHRT, KD ~ E DO VOREL LT EY 52D - Which word is closest in meaning to “scatter” in the text?
DED~@D) bhn, —OFOEN,

put off
A Recipe for Japanese Chicken and Egg Rice Bowl (Oyako-Don) for one boil gently

person peel off

® 060

spread out

Table

Step 1: Cut the chicken thighs into bite-size pieces and slice the onion.

Which word is closest in meaning to “simmer” in the text?

Step 2: Put the cut chicken thighs, 2/3 cup of Japanese soup stock

(dashi), 2 spoons soy sauce (shoyu), sweet cooking sake @ collect

(mirin) and sugar, and 1 spoon Japanese rice wine (sake) and ® wash

cook on medium heat in a small pan for about five minutes. ® spread out
Step 3: Pour the beaten egg, and when the egg is half-heated, scatter @ boil gently

the trefoil stalks (mitsuba).

Step 4: Simmer for about 3 minutes (*preferable).

For at least how long should the dish be shimmered if you like
Step 5: Turn off the heat. firmer eggs?

Step 6: Pour the ingredients over the rice.

@ 1 minutes
100 grams—chicken thighs ® 2 minutes
half i
alf an onion ® 3 minutes
2/3 cup—dashi
@ 4 minutes

spoons—shoyu

spoons—sugar

2

2

2 spoons—mirin What should be done after the heat is turned off?
1 spoon—sake
3 eggs

@ Scatter the mitsuba.
half pack—mitsuba %)

€]

0]

»

Steam the rice.

1 bowl (ch —st d ri
owl (chawan)—steamed rice Pour the ingredients over the rice.

Add the flour.
*If you prefer firmer eggs, you should simmer the ingredients longer than

the above.

— 16 —
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‘What is NOT mentioned in the recipe?

Sweet cooking sake should be added.
Chicken consommé should be added.
Eggs should be beaten.
Sugar should be added.

[CNERONC]

— 18 —
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A recent spate of random* ‘stabbings*zhas raised fears among the public,
leading many to wonder: Are they increasing? Why would people attack at
random? Could the next victim be me, or someone I care about?

On May 11, a 15-year-old boy was arrested for allegedly* étabbing an 84-
year-old woman to death in Chiba Prefecture, reportedly because he “just
wanted to kill someone” so that he could be sent II' a juvenile
detention center*?;o escape his troubled home life.

A few days earlier, on May 7, a 43-year-old man allegedly attacked a
random student at a subway station near the University of Tokyo, Japan’s
most prestigious university, because he reportedly wanted to show that
overbearing parents with excessive expectations for their children to perform
academically can push them into crime.

There was also a case in December in which a teenage girl was killed
after a man she didn’t know allegedly stabbed her in the back at a fast-food
restaurant in Kitakyushu, Fukuoka Prefecture.

And a man in his 40s was arrested in January for allegedly stabbing a
man to death at Nagano Station and injuring two others—another
apparently random attack.

A 2024 survey of 5,000 people over the age of 15 by the National Police
Agency (NPA) showed only 56.4% of respondents*sfelt Japan is a safe place.

This is the first time the percentage below 60%.

The survey also showed that 76.6% of respondents felt Japan’s safety

D

I
I

aZh—=Yarl, BEEAIaZHs—>arl, RE-RBEI (2)

“After speaking with them (youngsters who resorted to violence) through
multiple interviews, it often became clear that it wasn’t really about (killing
people). What emerged, instead, was a desire to be understood—a deep need
for someone to recognize their inner feelings,” he said.

In such situations, parents are often unaware of their children’s
struggles until much later, partly because the children aren’t good at
expressing their feelings verbally, which can stem from a range of
underlying factors, such as their environment, school life and parenting
styles, he added.

Hashimoto said people around such youngsters, including family
members, often do not notice how they feel since their ability to verbalize
those feelings is still underdeveloped. The gap between what others perceive
and what the youngsters are actually feeling becomes a source of deep
suffering.

Another criminal psychologist points out that the perpetra':ors’k lgf such
crimes tend to be isolated, lacking human connection or engagement within
society.

“The development of social media may seem like it’'s fostering
communication, but in reality, it often results in superficial interactions. It
doesn’t always amount to genuine communication in a meaningful sense,”
said Yasuyuki Deguchi, a criminal psychologist at Tokyo Future University
and a former employee of the Justice Ministry’s correctional bureau.

While there are no solutions, experts believe that building a

society in which people do not become isolated is crucial to preventing such
incidents. But that’s easier said than done.

According to news reports on the stabbing case in Chiba, the suspect’s
guardians* uhad consulted with police prior to the incident due to his
concerning behavior. They had even enrolled in a police program in which
all of them met regularly with an officer in charge of juveniles for

counseling sessions in response to instances of the teenager acting out.

— 6 —
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had deteriorated*f)ver the last 10 years.

However, the number of criminal cases involving knives in the country
has actually been steadily declim’ng*zn the past decade or so.

According to the latest data compiled by the NPA, there were 3,896
criminal cases involving knives in 2023, down from 4,978 in 2013.

The number of cases of heinous crimes—defined as offenses involving
violence such as murder, robbery, arson and rape—involving the use of
knives was 734 in 2023, down from 1,583 a decade earlier.

Kazuaki Hashimoto, a criminal psychology professor at the International
University of Health and Welfare, said public concern often spikes*gfollowing
high-profile cases, even if the data doesn’t point to a growing trend.

“Every time a major incident occurs, people worry that society is
becoming more dangerous,” he said.

“But statistically, serious violent crimes have actually declined. While
recent cases may give the impression that such attacks are increasing, it’s
not yet clear whether that reflects a real upward trend.”

II' , questions remain about what’s driving the pattern of seemingly
random violence. According to the NPA, 13.5% of murders and attempted
murders committed in 2023 involved suspects who didn’t know the victims.
This is up from 10.3% in 2013.

Experts say such incidents often reflect a deeper issue at the societal
level.

In the Chiba stabbing case, for example, the teenage suspect reportedly
told police he just wanted to II' someone and didn’t care who it was.

Hashimoto, who has 23 years of experience as a family court
investigator and has had encounters with such individuals, suggested such
crimes might be a desperate attempt to draw attention to underlying
suffering.

However, the individuals often lack the ability to articulate*gtheir

struggles effectively, which causes them to lash out violently instead.

— 5 —
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“That’s why it’s important to now carefully examine these aspects as the
case moves through family court. Investigating what led him to this point
and thoroughly unpacking it is essential,” Hashimoto said.

“Not just for the court, but also as a responsibility of the country,” he

added.

{11 : Random stabbing cases in Japan raise fears: Could the next

victim be me? The Japan Times, May 19, 2025
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DF O,
II' ® in @ at ® for @ to
@ fan @ fallen @ falling @ has fallen
@ still @ And ® Unless @ 1r
@ killer @ killed ® killing @ xill

L]
Cs ]

@ simple @ difficult ® impossible @ expensive

M2 kromsiszic [ 6 |~ DA 235 b 30575 2
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II' What does “isolated” mean in this article?

not connected to family
not connected to friends

not connected to friends, family or other people

® e e

with a violent personality

What was the age difference between the boy who stabbed a

woman in Chiba and the woman he stabbed?

69 years
15 years
84 years

® 06 0

99 years

FEIIa=s—Yarl, ®EIAIaz=F—2arl, RE-RHE (2)
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My friend showed me the pictures that he ( ) in the ruins of

an ancient structure in Greece.

@ takes @ has taken @ taking @ had taken

I 1 (

times.

) that film tomorrow evening, I will have seen it six

@ see @ saw ® has seen @ will see

Due to the rise in the value of the U.S. dollar ( ) the yen,
we could not travel around America cheaply.

® against @ from @ out @ of
T will ( ) call her before doing my homework.

@ must @ may @ have to @ can
( ) our way home from Kobe, our train was more than three
hours late as a result of a strong typhoon.

O at @ By ® On @ With

— 10 —
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According to a 2024 National Police Agency survey of people over

15 years old, how many people felt Japan was a safe place?

less than half
exactly half

a little more than half

[CRCRCNCE)

a lot more than half

II' Which of these crimes does the article suggest is NOT heinous?
robbery

arson

murder

theft

Who is Yasuyuki Deguchi?

a clinical psychologist
a student at Tokyo Future University

an employee of the Justice Ministry

0]
@)
€]
9]

a criminal psychologist

'z
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This is the most beautiful picture ( ) 1 painted in Sydney

when I was young.

@ that ® whose ® what @ whom
( ) she apologizes for her mistake, I will not talk to her
again.

D As @ Unless @ After @ While
Why ( ) you come and visit our vacation house in the

southeast of Shizuoka Prefecture next weekend?
@ aren't @ isnt ® dont @ doesn’t

I had to give up ( ) to university because I suddenly got

sick.

® go @ to go @ going @ gone

The population of Nagoya is four times as ( ) as that of my

city.

@ large @ larger @ largest @ more large

— 11—
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The police did not disclose how the popular actor died.

A1 have a problem with the computer that I bought last

Saturday.
@ exclude @ reveal @ include @ hide B : What’s wrong with it?
A )
IZ' I am largely encouraged by the positive action of my classmates. B : Sorry. I will send them to you as soon as possible.

@ surprised @ discouraged @ astonished @ cheered It’s lacking the instruction manual and the adapter.

It’s too expensive.

It is hard to teach good behavior to uncontrollable kids. I don’t know how to use it.

® 0

I want to send it back to you.
@ unmanageable @ obedient

® quiet @ active : How was it stolen, ma’am?

: T was pickpocketed in an express train this morning.
( )

: He was a young man with short hair.

He is working for a research department of the company.

w = W o=

® division @ room @ entrance @ hall
Do you remember where you left it?

Izl The new system relevant to our taxes is written down in the last Did you miss the train?

® 006

section. Did you try to find it out then?
Do you remember what the pickpocket looked like?
@ paper @ pad @ part @ envelope
12— — 13 —
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A :Tm invited to David’s 80" birthday party next week. What A Emma, I heard you are going to leave Japan next Sunday.

should I wear? Have you already bought souvenirs for your family?
B : It depends on where it’'s going to be held and who’s coming. B : No, not yet. ( ) Would you please recommend something
:It's due to be held at the Hilton Hotel and a lot of famous inexpensive?
politicians and businesspeople will be there. A @ A Japanese wrapping cloth called furoshiki would be nice.
B:( ) You had better put on a suit and tie. B @ That would be a cool choice.

I have already received the invitation letter. I want to go sightseeing in Ueno.

You should not dress casually. I don’t know what to buy.

I know him very well. I will not buy anything.

® 006

You should go there by taxi.

® 006

T have no money to buy souvenirs.

A :T1 have three cats at home. ( )

B : Though I'd like to have some, I'm not allowed to have cats in
the apartment.

A : Why don’t you have some hamsters in your room?

B @ That’s a good idea.

Have you come to my house before?
Do you have any pets?

Do you want to buy any furniture?

® e 0

Did you see them?

— 14— — 15—
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DFVORE L LTt d Y 7% What sushi size would be the most appropriate if you want to

B5M komMzraT, ko

L0z0~@0) bhb, TRER-DFOEN, have a big lunch?
Table small
TORU SUSHI regular

1-7-9 Ningyocho, Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo super small

Days: Mon.—Fri. ultra small
Time: Lunch 11:00 - 14:00 (No reservations. Please queue in line at

the entrance before opening. Ends when sold out. Cash only) What is NOT included in the lunch menu?
Dinner 18:00 - 21:30 (Reservation only)

Price: (Tax included)

At each lunch time, Toru (chef) always tells the customers. cucumber roll

1: You should select one from the following sushi tuna roll

sizes: Regular, Small, Little-Small, Super-Small egg roll
(exactly the same size as our dinner course), and
Ultra-Small.

2: You should also select one sushi-roll from the

yellow pickled daikon roll

following rolls: cucumber roll (kappa), tuna roll What type of dinner would be cheapest when a couple comes to
(tekka), dried gourd roll (kampyo), and yellow pickled TORU SUSHI?

daikon roll (takuan).

4,000 yen (for 1 person: ten pieces of sushi and one
sushi-roll.) Regular course
Two Tuna (maguro), Two Amberjack (kampachi),

0]

@ Largesized course
Two Mackerel (saba), Two Horse mackerel (aji), f6)

9]

Couple course
Scallops (hotate), Salmon caviar (ikura)
6,000 yen (for 1.5 persons: Add five more seasonal Giant course

pieces to the above 4,000 yen lunch.)

1| (Tax excluded) Which prices include tax?
At each dinner time, Toru (chef) always asks the customers

the following questions:
1: Is there any food you don’t like? Lunch 6,000 yen
2: What would you like to drink?

15,000 yen (regular course for 1 person)

Dinner 15,000 yen
Dinner 20,000 yen

20,000 yen (large-sized course for 1 person)
Dinner 25,000 yen

[CRORCNS)

25,000 yen (couple course for 2 persons)

— 16 —
— 17 —
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What is NOT mentioned in the menu?

@ You should make a reservation if you want to have dinner.
@ You should reply to the chef’s question.
@ The chef always does his best in making sushi.

@ The chef always makes sushirolls at lunch time.

— 18 —
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*1
“Salary Man Kintaro,” a popular manga by Hiroshi Motomiya depicting

the lives of salaried workers, has been adapted*zinto a new series of films.
The first, “Salary Man Kintaro Akatsuki,” opened in theaters on Jan. 10,
and the second, “Salary Man Kintaro Sakigake,” opens today.

“Akatsuki” means “dawn,” and “sakigake” means “pioneer.”

Protagonist*SKintaro Yajima is an incredibly dashing“and kindhearted
man. In previous live-action adaptations, he was played by Katsunori
Takahashi and Masaru Nagai, both popular actors. This time, the torch has
been passed*sto Nobuyuki Suzuki. The actor recently sat with The Yomiuri
Shimbun for an interview and spoke of his passion for playing the role as
the third actor to do so and as the Reiwa era (2019-) Kintaro.

“People in generations older than mine all know Kintaro. I hope people
in younger generations will now get to know this character,” Suzuki said
emphatically.

Kintaro is a tuna fisherman II' used to be the leader of a
motorcycle gang. One day, he saves the life of Morinosuke Yamato (Takaaki
Enoki), who happens to be the chairman of a construction company. As a
result of the incident, Kintaro becomes employed by the company, Yamato
Kensetsu. He moves from his home in Aomori Prefecture to Tokyo and
starts working as a salaried worker. While stmggling*io adapt to the life of
a company employee, which he is experiencing for the first time in his life,

*7
he opens a path for himself by using his ability to act boldly and fearlessly,

I

EEIAIa=F—Yarl, ¥EIA3a=s5—>arl SEBEI (3)

is a milestone year* 1?'or him because it marks the 15th anniversary of his
successful Gekidan Exile theater company audition and his ensuing debut in
the entertainment industry. As a singer, he released his first mini album in
November last year. It would be safe to say that he is now in the prime of
his career.

Asked about his resolution for this year, he said, “I'm 32 now. When
you start to understand the way things are in society, you tend to become

*14
But I want to keep some recklessness or impulsiveness, too. I want

to dash ahead without thinking about the consequences. I want to become
*15

an increasingly sought-after actor, and I want to make something that

becomes my signature work,” Suzuki said. His words sound almost as

impassioned as Kintaro’s.
Nobuyuki Suzuki

Born on Oct. 14, 1992, Suzuki hails from Kanagawa Prefecture. Standing
at 1.85 meters tall, he passed an audition of the Gekidan Exile theater
company in 2010. Since then, he has appeared in many films, such as
“Kirishima, Bukatsu Yamerutteyo” (“The Kirishima Thing”) and the “Tokyo

Revengers” series.

4 : Nobuyuki Suzuki Is ‘Salary Man Kintaro’ of Reiwa Era; Popular
Manga a Story about Tuna Fisherman Who Becomes Salary

Worker, The Japan News, February 7, 2025
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while being kind enough to never leave the weak ones alone.
In “Akatsuki,” Kintaro comes up against Oshima (Jun Hashimoto), a
8 *9
former bureaucrat who has been parachuted into Yamato Kensetsu as its

current president. In “Sakigake,” Kintaro ventures into solving the dark

secret behind a project to a geothermal power plant. The films are
directed by Ten Shimoyama.

The manga has sold more than 30 million copies. The popular series
was carried in the Weekly Young Jump manga magazine from 1994. Its

serialization continued, with some interruptions, until 2016.
Passionate Kintaro

Kintaro is an impulsiv:,mpassionate and straightforward man. If he
notices something is wrong, he takes action without stopping to think.

“He’s full of qualities I can hardly imitate in real life,” Suzuki said,
praising Kintaro. “So I guess there’s no one out there who can confront
things as straightforwardly as II' does today. If therere people feeling
cramped in their lives, I hope theyll watch these films and feel refreshed.”

Indeed, unconventional things happened during the film’s shoot as well.
The first film opens with a scene in which Kintaro dives into the sea to
rescue a man whose small fishing boat has become shipwr‘eckeci‘,u

“We went really far out to sea from land, and all T could see was the
horizon. Then I swam for, like, 50 meters to 100 meters in the water where
there was nothing else. I thought, ‘The sea tastes really salty!” Suzuki
recalled, chucklin‘g:(.12

As he excels in action, there are a plenty of action scenes II' both
films.

“[Kintaro] punches big and kicks big ... but I had to make sure he
won’t look like he’s doing so in a particular style,” he said.

From bad boy to doctor, Suzuki has played a wide range of roles. 2025

— 5 —
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1. depict i<

2. adapt B%ET 2

3. protagonist T AL

4. dashing #EL L7-

5. torch has been passed /% k¥ A5 S L7z
6. struggling %EILTw2

7. boldly HHC

8. bureaucrat i

9. parachuted into #MifA 53D AE N

10. impulsive fHE)iY2

11. shipwrecked  H#fi L 7=
12. chuckling <3< 9%
13. milestone year fiii H D4
14. recklessness MERE S

15. sought-after Hl-o0&D 722 7%
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B1 Axo II' ~ II' eI bk, O~@05 bhb, FhFh— How many copies has the Salary Man Kintaro manga sold?
DTN,

It has sold more than 30,000,000 copies.

II' @ when ® where ® who @ which

It has sold more than 3,000,000 copies.
It has sold more than 300,000 copies.

® e 60

@ construct @ constructor It has sold more than 30,000 copies.
@ construction @ constructed
[[9 ] When did Nobuyuki Suzuki do his Gekidan Exile Theatre
@ he @ she ® him @® her Company audition?
[2] © on ® in ® by @ with He did it in 2025.
He did it in 2015.
II' @ softly @ softness @ softer @ softless He did it 16 years ago.

He did it when he was 15 years old.
DRICIH$ B b B 2% 2

M2 kxowstszic [ 6 |~

% O~@n) bhs, FhEh—o2%" What does the article not say about Nobuyuki Suzuki?

II' ‘Which of these were people able to experience first? He was born in 1992.
He is tall.

Salary Man Kintaro He was a cast member in the Tokyo Revengers series.

0]
@)
€]
9]

Salary Man Kintaro Akatsuki He acted in the movie Kyo Kara Ore Wall

Salary Man Kintaro Sakigaki

® e e

They all came out at the same time.

How did Kintaro get a job with Yamato Kensetsu?

He was the leader of a motorcycle gang.
He moved from Aomori to Tokyo.

He was a tuna fisherman.

® 06 0

He saved the life of the company’s chairman.

— 8 — — 9 —

EEIIaZF/—Yarl, BEAIaZsy—Yarl, RE-RRI (3) *FEQ

% 2/ uro n ( ) OHIC AL DL b 0%, ( ) people climb the mountain alone in summer because of
D~ bhs, 2nZFh—oFoH~N, the danger of heat stroke.

I
'z

1z —varl, ®EAIazs—varl, RE-RRI (3)

According ( ) the news program, this summer in London is @O Few ® Many ® Much @ Little

the hottest in thirty years.

I wonder if my boyfriend ( ) this present for his birthday
O to @ with @ of @ for next week.
In ( ) part of China did she live in her childhood? ® like @ will like ® liked @ have liked
@ who ® that ® whose @ which Would you mind ( ) for a while till T finish my shopping?
In France, the president ( ) by the citizens every five years. @ wait @ to wait @ waited @ waiting
@ elected @ elects ® s elected @ s electing It doesn’t matter ( ) my teacher agrees with me or not.
( ) I was hospitalized with a serious illness, I missed one (D that @ though @ whether @ unless
year of school.
@ Though @ 1t ® Unless @ Since
It takes him more than twenty minutes to get to the nearest
station ( ) foot.
@ of @ at ® on @ in
( ) 1 know, the family next door moved from Tokyo to Kyoto
last month.
@ As well as @ As far as ® Aslong as @ As soon as
— 10 — — 11—
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A :T have a pain in my right arm. ( ) A
B @ Of course. Can we move it together?
A @ Perhaps not. B
B : Why don’t you ask Henry to help us, too?
B

O T L ZITE Sk HoHE, O~00
FNEN—DOFTOE, Dy Hh

[z]

What are the criteria for evaluating Japanese companies correctly?

data @ details @ experiences @ phenomena B

A
Tempura is a typical dish among Japanese foods. B
infamous @ fortunate @ usual @ peaceful

‘Did you pass the entrance examination? Daniel just shook his

® 00

head silently.

FEAM [ |-

Iaz4—Yarl, ®EIAIa=s—2arl, RE-RHAI (3) ®EII2zZ4—Yarl, EEIAI2Z4/—Yarl, RE-FRHRI (3)

5, TNETN—2FOEN,

I went to Shinjuku Theater to see ‘Mission Impossible’ last

Saturday.

: So, what did you think of the film?
: Wonderful! ( )

: Oh, really? T'll try to see the movie next Sunday.

I feel I wasted my money.
T'll never see it again.
It was not as good as I had expected.

T'd like to see it again.

obviously @ mutely @ regrettably @ sadly A Hi, Henry. I haven't seen you for a few weeks. How are you
doing?
Sophia is expected to become the next head of our company. B : T've just started a new job.
A )
teller @ bottom @ president @ tail B : Yes, of course, but the pay is very low.

Look at the elegant man! He is a popular singer in the U.S.A.

@ stylish @ clever @ tan

dirty

® 00

— 12 —

Will you see the doctor?
Have you read this book?

Could you help me move this desk?

® e 0

Where should I move this desk?

® 00

A *How long do we have to wait for a table?
B : There’s a wait of around 40 minutes.
A ) We'lll look around the stores
nearby and then come back.

B : May I have your name, please?

We've never heard that.
We'll look for another cafeteria.

OK. We'll wait.

® e 9

Do you have to make a reservation?

— 14—

45

Do you like it?
Do you want to quit as soon as possible?
Can you finish your work in an hour?

How did you find it?

— 13—

FFEIAIazF—rarl, FEIAIa=r—2al, HRE-RRID (3)

I'm going to need some time off to attend my brother’s

wedding ceremony.

: Of course. I'm so happy to hear that. ( )
! That’s wonderful, thank you.

: When and where is it going to be held?

You should finish this project as soon as you can.
You can get there by bus.
You should have let me know about it a little bit earlier.

You can take as much time as you need.

— 15 —



EFEIAI2=/—arl, ®FEIAIazF—2a>l, WE-FRI (3)

HE5R womziac, ko[ 81 |~ DR OME & L TR b4
L0x0~@0) bhs, FREA—DFOEN,

University and College English Classes
Classes are
more skill-integrated (28.1 = 62.1%)

and more production-oriented

Q. What content/skill focus was included in the English
classes that you taught in the last three years?
(multiple answers allowed)

4 skill-integrated ﬂ
Reading
Witing
Speaking m
Listening

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
PERCENTAGE

2003 (N=787) M2017 (N=848)

g

HEH R (JACET) %4 KFEEMERRS (2018) [RFHEHHT O FI12
B3 % #ATHTE7E] http: jacet. icati her- icati

Which showed the biggest increase between 2003 and 2017 survey?

@ 4 skill-integrated
@ Reading

® Speaking

@ Listening

- Which skill showed the least increase between 2003 and 2017
surveys?

@ Reading
@ Speaking
@ Writing
@ Listening

— 16 —

EFEIAIaz=s—Yarl, ®EIAIaz=F—2arl, RE-RHEI (3)

KDL LT RONIL S, HREBEDEIELET P, LHLH
Al ED 3FU EOWEL 1 WTER LS,
Which skill are you weakest at: reading, writing, speaking or

listening?

— 18 —

46

EFEIAIazF—varl], BEIAIazF—Yarl, RE-RRI (3)

University and College English teachers.
Experience in non-academic sectors,
mobility and background diversity

Q. Have you ever had any full-time jobs at universities or colleges
other than your present position?

Teaching position in primary/secondary education

Teaching position in a language school or a tutoring school NI

Never

Corporations in Japan

Ministry, agency, govemment organization

Corporations with overseas assignment

Research institute or think-tank
Others/Encrs NI

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 3 40
PERCENTAGE

2017 (N=853)

M ORFEFEHEFFE JACET) 44 K5

WAZH S (2018) [RFIEFHATHE OH VT2
(FE] http:/www jacet.org/publication/other-publication/

=i
o
%

What types of experiences of university and college English
teachers is the second highest?

Primary / secondary education
Language schools or tutoring schools
Research institute or think-tank

Corporation in Japan

What types of experiences of university and college English
teachers is the lowest?

Corporation in Japan
Language schools or tutoring schools

Research institute or think-tank

0]
@
0
0]

Never

— 17 —



BFEIL, BFEA
(maes [ ]~[31])
B xomvy E1~3) 82k,

B 220E0%%¥ a, b (a<b<100) 7°d Y, HBAAREHIE 210 T, KA
I ThHD, ZOEE, a, b ZRDE,

I

b e gt ofE [ 4n |cbr [ e[ 4n |
wRO Lo

I3 KRS A T o O T %, £k

Lo e
|4r*3§7r+5
6r —7<3r+8
— 90 —
HFEL, HFEA

B3R £A=105, ZB=30°, BC=1+/3 THhHAABCH ¥ %, KO
(1 ~3) IEx k.

M1 ABOES &kl

B2 AABCOImifiz Rk L.

B3 AABCOAMEMO EE KO Lo
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B2/ womv R, 2) 2%z k.

M1 2K y=ax’+bx+c (a, b, ¢ XEH) OV 771 384 (-2, 10),
(1, 1), (3, 5) ik, LFO~BIIEZ L.

a, b, ¢ OftiERD X

2 zo2uMsors7ommonE (12 |, [18 ) skok.

=

) CO2WBBDT T 7E x W2, y BAIANC2 720 FATREIT 2
vozwmsy =14 |- 15 o+ [ 7a |orsvimn
o [1a ][5 ] [ 71 J#askeor.

DR =
oW -

B2 2°002%KME y =242 +a & y=-22"+bx -5 DV I TOHHIEIE
FLHE#ETH D, 0L E, E a, b OlERD L,

— 9] —

EAM 1~152CofFr1oFoupNz 5HON — FIzownT, kofw
(1, 2) 1252 L.

B 7= F&E6HGEDY, ko6 MO FEE.
1, 2, 4,7, 8, 14

COFRE 6 HOMENLLRET—5 L LT, UTOM), CIIER Lo

(1) gk ko

7| ot -
1 | omsty -
(2) P E R X
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