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N —_— > S HBEER plans to organize tomato picking this spring. “I want to keep making
—_— =
A2 -3 EED
=5 delicious tomatoes are second to none,” OO said. “I want
*ﬁn %ﬁ I customers overseas to enjoy Otokogi Tomatoes someday.”
. *7 - .
(ﬁE&% - Izl ) Tomatoes belong to the nightshade family and are native to the Andes

in South America. They were introduced to Japan in the early Edo period

%1 Fﬁ " N 2) I (1603-1867). Back then, they were called “togaki,” which literary means
O ROELEGEA, My (B ~2) 0Fx L.

#8
Chinese persimmon, and planted for decoration. The vegetable was the motif

*9
of renowned painter Tanyu Kano in that period. They began to be eaten in
As branded tomatoes and cherry tomatoes are selling well in domestic
the Meiji era (1868-1912). In recent years, colorful and sweet cherry
supermarkets and convenience stores, expansion into overseas markets is
tomatoes have been selling well. They are sold in plastic cups in

* 1
being eyed. But their popularity, exports of fresh vegetables in %10
*2 *3 supermarkets and convenience stores. Cherry tomatoes have a sugar content
general have been sluggish. The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry %11
of about twice that of ordinary tomatoes, and some have a Brix reading of
will strengthen its support for overseas sales, setting a target of exporting 5
more than 10, which is II' to some fruits.
trillion yen of agricultural, forestry and fishery products a year by 2030.
%4 According to the agriculture ministry, tomato production in 2020 totaled
In early December last year, OO harvested reddish tomatoes on
224 billion yen, about 10% of the total figure for all kinds of vegetables at
his farm in Okegawa, Saitama Prefecture. The variety, named Otokogi
2.25 trillion yen. The main production areas are Kumamoto Prefecture and
Tomato by OO, has been sold nationwide. OO, the 47-year-old owner of
Hokkaido, and many new farmers and corporations are said to have started
OO Nouen, quit his job at a food company in 2010 to become a farmer. He
growing tomatoes because they can easily differentiate the taste based on
wanted to “grow vegetables that would taste different depending II'
differences in cultivation methods, on top of the vegetable having a large
who grows them,” and chose tomatoes.
market.
He tried the so-called Sparta cultivation method of not watering them—
Some production areas such as Gunma Prefecture export their products
or giving them environmental stress—so that the tomatoes taste sweeter. He
%5 to Singapore and elsewhere, but exports of tomatoes are very small. Tomato
adjusted the amount of water in each plant mound to find the best quantity
exports from January to November 2021 totaled 74.47 million yen. Although
and produced tomatoes with a perfect balance of sweetness and sourness.
#6 this figure is up from 3.17 million yen in 2012, it accounts for only a small
Otokogi Tomato has quickly become popular for its “nostalgic taste.” It has
portion of total exports. This is because it requires a lot of effort to preserve
spread through word of mouth and the brand has 45,000 followers on social
di vegetables’ freshness and package them, but their unit prices are low.
media.
II' , many producers are reluctant to export vegetables because they are
In 2020, OO began selling them at his farm. Every day he would
not profitable.
put out 100 bags of four to six tomatoes and they would sell out in two
According to the ministry, exports of agricultural, forestry and fishery
hours. He also began cultivating several varieties of cherry tomatoes and
products from January to November last year exceeded 1 trillion yen for the

4 — _ 5 —
3225 —2aFEL, 23225 —2a > EEL, KERB L Q32— a BEE, 3322523 8B, EEXRB L
first time, at 1.08 trillion yen. The ministry has set export targets of 2 M1 Axo II' ~ LEILDE, O~@0d brb, thEh—

trillion yen by 2025 and 5 trillion yen by 2030. DF O,

{14t © Overseas markets eyed for Japan’s branded tomatoes @ following @ after @ despite @ before

The Japan News by the Yomiuri Shimbun, 202241 H10H (—#bcif)

® on @ to @ at @ for

jE

1. eye HEHT 5, #HFFIZANS ® when @ why ® who @ that
2. sluggish {HRD %\, NiE5E%

3. The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry 7K H @ difficult @ equivalent

4. reddish KA, FKAhzBU @ interesting @ effective

5. plant mound (h~ +®) HAHZSN/z—5ED) O+

6. nostalgic HEIH (IR Ziib7z, #rLw @ As a result @ On the contrary

7. nightshade F ARLOHEY ® On the other hand @ For the record

8. persimmon i

9. renowned %5\, £HEODHL M2 Akiowsrsiic, [ 6 |~ DRSS 27 b 327 % 2

10. sugar content HifE, ik %, O~@0) bhbETiES,
11. Brix 7V v 27 A, RO HAL
II' How did OO’s Otokogi Tomato become popular?

It was advertised on a large scale in the newspaper.
It was spread via person-to-person communication.

It was widely marketed on television.

[CECHONS)

It was broadcast on the radio every day.
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What's OO’s motto as a farmer?

He only pays close attention to the domestic market.
He makes sure to build a farming career and raise children.
He never tries to overreach himself in terms of farming.

He tries his best to make better tomatoes than anyone else.

According to the article, where are the main areas of tomato

production?

Hokkaido Prefecture and Kumamoto Prefecture
Gunma Prefecture and Saitama Prefecture
Hokkaido Prefecture and Saitama Prefecture

Kumamoto Prefecture and Gunma Prefecture

For what purpose were tomatoes grown around the time when

they were introduced?

eating
medication
decoration

selling

Why is the export quantity of vegetables very small?

Because it is easy to preserve vegetables’ freshness.
Because it is easy to package vegetables.
Because fresh vegetables are not profitable to export.

Because there are fewer cultivation methods.

Shall we ® Have we

Are we @ Had we

Mika ( ) by everyone in her class.

loved @ is loving

has loved @ is loved

Angela got her car ( ) by a repairperson before hitting the
road.

check out @ checked out

checking out @ have checked out

We enjoy swimming in the river ( ) summer.

on @ at QO to @ during
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(@D had been better

) have another slice of pizza because I'm on a diet.

® had not better

® ought to not @ had better not

The heavy snow prevented us (

) traveling by train.
® of @ from ® with @ for

[137] 1 wish 1¢

weekend.

) you with moving to your new house last

@ am helping @ have helped
@ will have helped @ could have helped

Let’s meet up (

) you are available next month.
@ whatever @ whoever ® whenever @ however

) is it from Vancouver to Seattle?

How

@ far @ often )] many @ about

Beth needs to ( ) on her speaking skills before her

presentation.

@® make up @ brush up ® put up @ take up

— 9 —

OF I LIZIFE L EREFOHENE, O~@D
Lhb, ZREN—OF O,

The detectives had already obtained adequate proof when the

suspect was arrested for theft.

@ inappropriate @ sufficient
® random @ heavy

Suginami University provides seniors with some evening programs.
@ shuttles @ cafeterias ® dormitories @ courses

- The chart shows the increase of infected patients with the flu for

the last couple of months.
® tool @ pentagon ® graph @ screen

On weekdays, the noise of the city fades gradually around
midnight.
® manages @ runs

@ disappears @ rises

The TOEFL® test is unavoidable for nonnative applicants to study

abroad.

@ insufficient @ necessary

@ vain @ expensive

— 11 —
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: T have been a fan of James Cameron for a long time.

o )

: You must see “Titanic.”

. T haven’t seen it yet. It’s a movie starring Leonardo DiCaprio,

right?

Who is the lead actress in the movie?
In which movie theaters can I see the movie?

What kind of music do you like to listen to?

[CRORCNC]

Which of his movies do you think I should watch?

1 I'd like to buy a chair for my office. Could you show me what
kind of chairs you have?

: Sure. Here’s our catalog. This latest model costs 200,000 yen.
o )

*You can get a discount on this older model.

The comfort of that chair is wonderful.
This chair is not comfortable.

That would go over the budget.

® 00

The price of the chair is too low.

— 12 —
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: Hi, Cathy. I have two tickets for The Lion King.

( )
:You are so lucky. The review in the newspaper says that the
musical is very good.
. That’s great. I'm thinking about going this Friday. Are you
free?

: Yes. I'd really love to go.

Let’s meet at the station at ten.
My aunt gave them to me yesterday.

Why don’t we postpone it until tomorrow?

® 0606

How often do you watch movies?

— 14 —
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: Good morning, Anne. Why don't we try a new French
restaurant for dinner today?

:I'm afraid I can’t go out this evening. I haven’t finished my
work yet. ( )

1 OK. The restaurant’s really popular, so I will reserve a table
in advance.

: That'll be great.

(@D How about next Wednesday?
@ Can I reserve a table at the restaurant?
@ Are you leaving for France tomorrow?

@ Have you ever been to that French restaurant?

. I'm going to buy the printer that you recommended.

. Thank you. Would you like to take it home with you today?
o )

: Sure, could you fill out this form with your name and

address?

(@ This price is after discount.
@ Tl try to fix the printer myself.
@ This printer is a portable model.
@ TId like to have it delivered.

— 13 —
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CITY LINE DEPARTURES
TIME  PLATFORM  DESTINATION REMARKS
5:30 1 NORTHEAST EXPRESS, NON-STOP
5:42 2 S. GREENBELT  EXPRESS, NON-STOP
5:55 3 NORTHEAST LOCAL
6:10 1 NORTHEAST SEMI-EXPRESS, 3 STOPS
6:16 4 S. GREENBELT ~ LOCAL
6:32 2 S. GREENBELT  SEMI-EXPRESS, 5 STOPS

*The fares are flat rates, 15 dollars for Northeast and 10 dollars for S. Greenbelt.

The express fare of 10 dollars is additionally required for non-stop trains.

Where are you likely to see this information?

bus stop @ railway station

ai

rport @ ferry port

What time does the earliest train depart for S. Greenbelt?

at 5:30 @ at 5:42 @ at 555 @ at 6:10

— 15 —
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Which platform does the semi-express train for Northeast depart

from?
Platform 1 @ Platform 2
Platform 3 @ Platform 4

How many times does the semi-express train stop before S. Greenbelt?

2 @ 3 ® 4 ® 5

How much does it cost to take the non-stop train for Northeast?

10 dollars @ 15 dollars
20 dollars @ 25 dollars

— 16 —
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